Marc Shell to Eric Newman. January 5 2005. Page 1 


Marc Shell 
Grand Manan 
January 5, 2006 


Dear Eric, 

Happy New Year! 

It was very good speaking with you yesterday. I'm sorry I 
had to interrupt our conversation. (Guests arrived.) I 
look forward to continuing our chat from where we left off! 

Meanwhile, I am taking this opportunity to send you a 
little information about seven illustrations for a book 
that I writing. 

One part of this book, entitled "Wampum," explores inter- 
relationships between a few native American and early 
colonial paper monies. The book will be published by the 
not-for-profit University of Illinois Press in an edition 
of 2000. 

If you have black-and-white or color photographs and/or 
high quality scans (300 dpi) of these items, I'd much 
appreciate your sending those. We would use these in the 
book together with appropriate thanks and permissions 
notification. Please do let me know how you prefer that we 
do this . 

If you don't have photographs or scans, then I suppose that 
we might be able to use the materials that you already 
include in your fine book. 

I'm on Grand Manan Island, just now — in the midst of the 
Bay of Fundy, and away from my usual computer. So I 
apologize for the poor presentation and organization of 
this request. 

I hope that the listings and descriptions that follows are 
pretty straight-forward. 
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If not, please let me know. I'll try to retrieve further 
information from my study in Cambridge. If you'd like to 
me to call you for further discussion about all this, 
please just let me know. 

Thanks very much for your help! I look forward to chatting 
again some time soon! 

With all good wishes, 

Marc 




Marc Shell 

Irving Babbitt Professor of Comparative Literature and 
Professor of English & American Literature & Language 

Barker Humanities Center 265 
Harvard University 
12 Quincy Street 
Cambridge MA 02138 USA 
Email: mshell@fas.harvard.edu 
Fax: 617/496-8737 
Voice mail: 617/496-6538 

Chair, Literature 
Boylston Hall G32 
Phone: 617/495-4186 
Fax: 617/496-6260 
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Subj. 

Date: 

From: 

To: 



Second Message from Marc Shell. 

01/06/2006 5:40:22 P.M. Central Standard Time 


Dear Eric 


Thanks so very much for writing. And for your kind consideration of my request, 
and your kind generosity more even than that! 

A. You mention that one item was missing from my PDF file. I apologize for the 
error. Here is item #5; I believe that it too is counterfeit. 



B. You mention that item #8 is a counterfeit. Is there a genuine note that 
matches the counterfeit? Might I obtain a copy of that? 

C. I'd be very grateful indeed were you to read the manuscript. If you have the 
time, that would be great! What's your best mailing address, I'll send along a 
copy as soon as possible . 

D. I return to Cambridge in ten days or so. Just now, my wife Susan and I are 
in Grand Manan (see below) . 

E. So far as timing goes, the publisher wants the manuscript, etc., in March. 
Does that give us enough time? 

Thanks again , and 

With all best wishes. 


Saturday, January 07, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 
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Marc 


GRAND MAN AN 

For an interactive map of Grand Manan and its international environs at scale of 1:1,000,000, 
please copy the entire web address below and then paste/enter it into the appropriate place in 
your browser — 

http : //uk . multimap . com/ wi/browse . cgi?client=public&X=- 

7450000 . 04258558&Y=5600000 . 37385978&width=500&height=300&gride=&gridn=&srec=0&coordsys=mercator& 

Please be sure to copy the _entire_ web address. Note that the map is interactive: click on 
appropriate arrows to move direction or change scale. 

The map shows the Island of Grand Manan in the Bay of Fundy. The bit of peninsula in the lower 
right is part of Nova Scotia (Canada) . The mainland on the left is part of Maine (USA) . The 
part of the mainland to which the North Head ferry goes is in New Brunswick (Canada) . 

Our address and phone number -- 

The Shells 

SEVEN DAYS WORK 

244 Whistle Road 

North Head 

Grand Manan Island • Bay of Fundy 
New Brunswick Province • E5G 1A1 
Canada 

Telephone: 506/662-3685 

For a map showing Whistle Road (north of North Head and the ferry landing) and indicating our 
cliff. Seven Days Work, please copy this web address and paste/enter it into the appropriate 
place in your web browser: www.grandmanannb.com/map.htm 


Date : Fri, 6 Jan 2006 16:0 5:06 EST 

SubjBBHIi^HHBil^^Blisage from Marc Shell. With 
attachment (PDF format) . 

Parts /Attachments : 

1 OK 13 lines Text 

2 Shown ~35 lines Text 
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Dear Marc: 

I received your communication of 1/5/05 and 

was pleased with our interesting talk. I am glad to 

try to help you. 

1. Item 5 did not come through so please send that 
again. I believe I can obtain for you many but 
probably not all of images 

of original pieces in your group in color. 

2. Item 8 you have in color already but it is a 
counterfeit . 


4 . Some of your images are 

too small and need size correction. 

5. Your descriptions of some need improvement. Item 1 
mentions weights but this 

is two individual one pound weights and is a pun for 
the English Colonial denomination of L2 . 

6. It was not clear to me as to the timing of your 
publication. Do you want me to read the ms as to 
numismatic matters . ? 

When are you going back to Cambridge? 

Have fun wherever you are. Eric 


Saturday, January 07, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Shell. Wampum. Another item. When might I call? 



If, as I hope, this one is genuine, then please I 
should like to add it to the list of items . 

Thanks ! 


Marc 


PS: Might I call you in next few days? When might be 
convenient for you? 


4 10 


0 



• uxebe s^uegji 
*S# uieq.T buxMogs ©ixg duiq e st ejeH 



Saturday, January 07, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 


l jo l 


Page 1 of 1 


Subj Re: Second Message from Marc Shell. 

Date: 01/07/2006 5:30:47 P.M. Central Standard Time 



I have your images of the $10 1775 NY and the L3 1771 NY . 

The 1771 NY is counterfeit as you suspected. Counterfeits are almost as interesting as 
genuine pieces and are collected routinely. The 1775 piece is genuine. Are these pieces in 
your holdings or obtained from elsewhere? 

Getting a genuine 36 shilling Mass bill is not easy but perhaps another denomination will do. 
You may call me at anytime if you can afford it as I almost always am at home but my wife 
and I are going to see the movie MUNICH midday Sunday Jan 8. I collect maps so I can look 
up your Manan island easily. 

I hope I have answered all of your questions. 

My address is 6450 Cecil Ave.. St. Louis MO 63105. 

Reading your draft as to numismatic matters will be easy but Wampum is a SHELL game 
which the Algonquin Native Americans never explained to me. 


Saturday, January 07, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subi: Hello from Marc Shell 



We lost both email and telephone contact for a few 
days. That's why you haven't heard from me. I'll 
write and/or call you later this week, when I'll be 
back in Cambridge. 

With thanks again, 

Marc 


Sunday, January 1 5, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

To: 



Marc Shell. An easier way. 

02/18/2006 8:31:22 A.M. Central Standard Time 


Dear Er 


Thank you indeed for your message and for your very kind words about 
our son Jacob. He’s a genuine cartographer. 

That is wonderful news about fifth edition of THE EARLY PAPER MONEY OF 
AMERICA! An influential and important work, crucial to the field! I 
now plan to look over my (now thoroughly outdated) third edition and 
to write you accordingly. 

As for my own work on WAMPUM (forthcoming University of Illinois 
Press), I have a request. If you able to grant this request, that 
would greatly simplify preparations for the publication of WAMPUM. 

Might you please grant me permission to reproduce, from their 
illustrations in THE EARLY PAPER MONEY OF AMERICA (3rd edition, 

1990), the following: 

1. Georgia 1775 (EARLY PAPER MONEY [1990], 116 bottom 

2. Georgia 1777 September 10, 1777 Resolution (EARLY PAPER MONEY 
[1990] , 127 right) 

3. Georgia 1762 (EARLY PAPER MONEY [1990], 111 center) 

4. Massachusetts January 15, 1741/42 redated 1742 (EARLY PAPER MONEY 
[1990], 177 bottom) 

5. Massachusetts June 20 1744 (EARLY PAPER MONEY [1990], 178 left) 

6. Massachusetts August 18 1775 (EARLY PAPER MONEY [1990], 182 right) 

7. New York December 10, 1737 (EARLY PAPER MONEY [1990], 253 bottom) 

If, in the future, you are able to provide new scans of any of these 
items, that would be great! (There 'd be many months for that.) In the 
meanwhile, however, we would be able to work with what we already have 
on hand and, in this way, my current deadlines would be met. 

Please let me know, Eric, if this way of proceedings seems reasonable 


Saturday, February 18, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 
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to you. If you're okay with this, then I should think that a simple 
email would be fine. 

Thanks very much! 

With all good wishes, 

Marc 


On 2/17/2006 5:28 PM 



Dear Marc: 

Congratulations on your son's accomplishment. 

I have not as yet made a trip to the bank to locate the items you wish to 
have me image. I have other similar requests. I am not permitted to drive due 
to my age so I am not as speedy in fulfilling things as I used to be. 

Thanks for the reminder. 

I was just notified that the fifth edition of The Early Paper Money of 
America was approved for publication so if you have any suggestions for 
improvement you are free to suggest them. I have about 150 changes ready not including 
valuation changes which a professional dealer friend has volunteered to do. 

My best. Eric 


Saturday, February 18, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Marc Shell, Wampum. Hello again. 

Date: 01/26/2006 12:58:55 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: 

To: 

Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your kind patience. After returning from Grand Manan, I had to be overseas for a couple of weeks. I apologize for 
my silence. 

I am very happy to resume our correspondence. So here goes - 

You ask about the whereabouts of these pieces. None of these pieces is in my holdings. Generally speaking, they are copies of 
items illustrated in your own wonderful books! 

Thank you for pointing out errors in descriptions— for example, the denomination of £2 1737 NY. I will also be sure to point out 
the visual pun 

It is very good to hear that you have images $10 1775 NY and $£3 1771 NY . 

Concerning £3 1775 NY (just mentioned in the previous sentence): Although this item is counterfeit, it is nevertheless fine for my 
purpose. 

Concerning the counterfeit 36-shilling Mass bill: Another denomination, if genuine, would be fine. I should much prefer the 
genuine (not-counterfeit) item, just so long as the inscription still reads something like, “Issued in Defence of American Liberty.” 

In all cases, I require relatively high resolution photographs and/or scans. (If scans, they should probably be something like 600 
dpi.) Although I generally prefer color, if black and white photographs are easily available, they’d be OK. 

I plan to submit the manuscript to Willis Regier, the Director of the University of Illinois Press, in March 2006. Publication follows 
about a year later, but I really need the photographs/scans at the time of submission. 

Next week I hope to take up your offer to call and, I hope to pass along a proper copy of the manuscript. 

You are quite right to remind me of that phrase Shell game.” (I learned the Algonquian languages as a very young man. At the 
time my last name was actually Meyer Selechonek. I promise you, though, that my book is not one of those! 

Wth best wishes, and looking forward to hearing from you, 

Marc 



PS: You mentioned that you were a map collector? How wonderful! Do you have maps of the Grand Manan area? 


On 


1/7/2006 6:30 PM, 



Dear Marc: 

I have your images of the $10 1775 NY and the L3 1771 NY. 

The 1771 NY is counterfeit as you suspected. Counterfeits are almost as 
interesting as genuine pieces and are collected routinely. The 1775 piece is 
genuine. Are these pieces in your holdings or obtained from elsewhere? 
Getting a genuine 36 shilling Mass bill is not easy but perhaps another 
denomination will do. 

You may call me at anytime if you can afford it as I almost always am at 
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home but my wife and I are going to see the movie MUNICH midday Sunday Jan 8. I 
collect maps so I can look up your Manan island easily. 

I hope I have answered all of your questions. 

My address is 6450 Cecil Ave.. St. Louis MO 63105. 

Reading your draft as to numismatic matters will be easy but Wampum is a 
SHELL game which the Algonquin Native Americans never explained to me. 


Original Message 

Subject:Re: FW: First Message from Marc Shell. With attachment (PDF format). 
Date:Fri, 6 Jan 2006 16:05:06 EST 



Dear Marc: 

I received your communication of 1/5/05 and was pleased with our interesting 
talk. I am glad to try to help you. 

Item 5 did not come through so please send that again. I believe I can 
obtain for you many but probably not all of images of original pieces in your 
group in color. Item 8 you have in color already but it is a counterfeit. Some 
of your images are too small and need size correction. Your descriptions of 
some need improvement. Item 1 mentions weights but this is two individual one 
pound weights and is a pun for the English Colonial denomination of L2 . 

It was not clear to me as to the timing of your publication. Do you want me 
to read the ms as to numismatic matters.? 

When are you going back to Cambridge? 

Have fun wherever you are. Eric 
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Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

To: 


(no subject) 

02/17/2006 4:28:29 P.M. Central Standard Time 



Dear Marc: 

Congratulations on your son's accomplishment. 

I have not as yet made a trip to the bank to locate the items you wish to have me image. I 
have other similar requests. I am not permitted to drive due to my age so I am not as speedy 
in fulfilling things as I used to be. 

Thanks for the reminder. 

I was just notified that the fifth edition of The Early Paper Money of America was approved for 
publication so if you have any suggestions for improvement you are free to suggest them. I 
have about 150 changes ready not including valuation changes which a professional dealer 
friend has volunteered to do. 

My best. Eric 


Friday, February 17, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj. Hello from Marc Shell 

Date: 02/15/2006 9:29:3 2 A.M. Central Standard Time 

Dear Eric, 

Hello! I hope that you and yours are well. 


I wonder please how things are going as regards making those scans or photographs. Is there 
anything that I might do to help out? 

Thanks again! 

Marc 


Wednesday, February 15, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 






